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CHANCROID

WHAT IS CHANCROID?
CHANCROID IS A SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE (STD) CAUSED BY A BACTERIUM, Haemophilus ducreyi.
IT IS COMMON IN TROPICAL COUNTRIES BUT IS MUCH LESS COMMON IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD,
INCLUDING THE UNITED STATES.

WHO GETS CHANCROID?
ANY SEXUALLY ACTIVE PERSON CAN BE INFECTED WITH CHANCROID. IT IS MORE COMMONLY SEEN IN MEN
THAN IN WOMEN.

HOW IS CHANCROID SPREAD?
CHANCROID IS SPREAD BY SEXUAL CONTACT WITH AN INFECTED INDIVIDUAL.

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS OF CHANCROID?
THE FIRST SIGN OF INFECTION IS USUALLY THE APPEARANCE OF ONE OR MORE SORES OR RAISED BUMPS
ON THE GENITAL ORGANS. THEY ARE SURROUNDED BY A NARROW RED BORDER WHICH SOON BECOMES
FILLED WITH PUS AND EVENTUALLY RUPTURES, LEAVING A PAINFUL OPEN SORE. WITHIN FIVE TO 10
DAYS OF THE APPEARANCE OF PRIMARY SORES, THE GLANDS ON ONE SIDE (SOMETIMES BOTH SIDES) OF
THE GROIN BECOME ENLARGED, HARD AND PAINFUL.

HOwW SOON DO SYMPTOMS APPEAR?
SYMPTOMS USUALLY APPEAR THREE TO FIVE (3-5) DAYS AFTER INFECTION, BUT MAY TAKE UP TO 14
DAYS.

WHEN AND FOR HOW LONG IS A PERSON ABLE TO SPREAD CHANCROID?
CHANCROID IS ABLE TO BE SPREAD AS LONG AS THE INFECTED PERSON HAS ANY OPEN SORES. THE OPEN
SORES CONTAIN BACTERIA AND ANY CONTACT WITH THESE SORES CAN RESULT IN INFECTION.

WHAT COMPLICATIONS CAN RESULT FROM CHANCROID?
UNTREATED CHANCROID CAN CAUSE ULCERS OCCURRING ON THE GENITALS. SOMETIMES THE ULCERS
APPEAR FOR WEEKS OR MONTHS.

DOES PAST INFECTION WITH CHANCROID MAKE A PERSON IMMUNE?
RE-INFECTION CAN SOMETIMES OCCUR IMMEDIATELY AFTER CURE AND YOU CAN GET SICK LATER ON.

WHAT IS THE TREATMENT FOR CHANCROID?
CHANCROID MAY BE SUCCESSFULLY TREATED WITH CERTAIN MEDICATIONS.

HOW CAN THE SPREAD OF CHANCROID BE PREVENTED?
e LIMIT YOUR NUMBER OF SEX PARTNERS.
e USE A CONDOM.
e CAREFULLY WASH THE GENITALS AFTER SEX.
e IF YOU THINK YOU ARE INFECTED, AVOID ANY SEXUAL CONTACT AND VISIT YOUR LOCAL STD CLINIC,
A HOSPITAL OR YOUR DOCTOR.
e NOTIFY ALL SEXUAL CONTACTS IMMEDIATELY SO THEY CAN OBTAIN EXAMINATION AND TREATMENT.



