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CHOLERA

What is Cholera? 
Cholera is a bacterial disease that affects the intestines. It is caused by a 
germ called Vibrio cholera. 

Who gets Cholera? 
Cholera is rare, but those who get sick most often are people traveling to 
foreign countries where outbreaks are occurring. People, who eat raw or 
undercooked seafood from warm coastal waters that may be infected with 
the germ, often get sick as well. 

How is the germ spread?
The Cholera germ is passed in the stool. It is spread by eating or drinking 
food or water infected by the fecal waste of an infected person. 

What are the symptoms of Cholera?
People infected with Cholera may have diarrhea, vomiting and dehydration. 

How soon do symptoms appear?
The symptoms may appear after a few hours, and up to five days, but usually 
between two to three days after infection. 

What is the treatment for Cholera? 
Because Cholera can cause severe diarrhea, the patient must receive fluids 
by mouth or by an IV to stop from becoming dehydrated.  Medications are 
also used to shorten the time the patient has symptoms and is able to 
spread the disease to others. 

Is there a vaccine for Cholera? 
A vaccine is available for travelers to certain foreign countries where 
Cholera is occurring. However, the vaccine offers only a little protection 
for three to six months.  

How can Cholera be prevented? 
To prevent Cholera, avoid eating food or drinking water in foreign 
countries where Cholera occurs, unless they have been properly treated 
and are safe.


