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LEGIONELLOSIS

What is legionellosis? 
Legionellosis is a disease caused by the bacteria Legionella, which may cause 
pneumonia. 

Who gets legionellosis?
People of any age can get legionellosis but the disease most often affects 
the elderly and people with weak immune systems. 

Where are Legionella found? 
Legionella exist naturally in water and moist soil. They have been found in 
creeks and ponds, hot and cold water taps, hot water tanks, water in air 
conditioning cooling towers, hot tubs, and soil at excavation sites. 

How is legionellosis spread? 
The disease appears to be spread through the air from a soil or water 

source. 

What are the symptoms of legionellosis? 
The early symptoms of legionellosis may be flu-like with muscle aches, 
headache, tiredness and dry cough followed by high fever, chills and 
diarrhea. Later, pneumonia may develop.

How soon do symptoms appear? 
After infection, symptoms appear between two to 10 days. 

How severe is the illness? 
Legionellosis can be a mild respiratory illness or it can be severe enough 
to cause death. 

What is the treatment for legionellosis? 
Medications are effective in treating the disease. 
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