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REYE’S SYNDROME

What is Reye’s syndrome? 
Reye’s syndrome is sudden brain damage and liver function problems of 
unknown cause. 

Who gets Reye’s syndrome?
The illness is seen in children who are given aspirin to treat chickenpox or 
the flu. 

What are the symptoms of Reye’s syndrome? 
Children with Reye’s syndrome get sick very suddenly. It usually begins 
with vomiting, followed by irritable and combative behavior. As the illness 
gets worse, the child may have problems with their conscious level. If not 
treated, seizures and coma may develop and quickly lead to death. 

How is Reye’s syndrome treated? 
There is no specific treatment for the illness but fluids, medication, and 
breathing support are given.

How can Reye’s syndrome be prevented? 
Never give a child aspirin unless specifically told to do so by your doctor. 

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/003200.htm

