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SMALLPOX

What is smallpox? 
Smallpox is an infectious and sometimes fatal disease caused by the variola 
virus, with a distinctive skin rash.

Who gets smallpox? 
Smallpox is practically extinct but it can be used as an agent for 
bioterrorism and infect anyone in an attack.

How is smallpox spread? 
Smallpox is spread by contact with infected persons or by intentional germ 
distribution.  Direct face-to-face contact is needed to spread smallpox 
from one person to another. Smallpox also can be spread through direct 
contact with infected bodily fluids or infected objects such as bedding or 
clothing. 

What are the symptoms of smallpox? 
The symptoms of smallpox begin with high fever, head and body aches, and 
sometimes vomiting. A rash appears, spreads, and becomes raised bumps and 
pus-filled blisters that crust, scab and fall off after about three weeks, 
leaving scars.

How soon after infection do symptoms appear?
After infection, it takes between seven and 17 days for symptoms of 
smallpox to appear. 

What is the treatment for smallpox? 
Vaccine given up to four days after infection to the virus, and before the 
rash appears, can prevent infection or lessen the disease. No treatment is 
currently available. 

What can be done to prevent the spread of smallpox? 
Once someone has the disease, vaccinating contacts of those who have been 
infected will stop the spread.
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