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SYPHILIS

What is syphilis? 
Syphilis is a bacterial infection that is sexually transmitted.

Who gets syphilis? 
Any sexually active person can be infected with syphilis.

How is syphilis spread? 
Syphilis is spread by sexual contact with an infected individual. Congenital 
syphilis is spread from mother to baby in the womb. 

What are the symptoms of syphilis? 
The first or primary signs of syphilis are usually painless sores that appear at 
the site of initial contact, followed by swollen glands. In the second stage of 
the illness, the most common symptom is a rash, which may appear on any part 
of the body. Other symptoms may occur such as tiredness, fever, sore throat, 
headaches, and hoarseness, loss of appetite, patchy hair loss and swollen 
glands. The third stage, called late syphilis, may involve illness in the skin, 
bones, central nervous system and heart.

How soon do symptoms appear? 
Symptoms can appear from 10 to 90 days after a person becomes infected, but 
usually within three to four weeks. 

When and for how long is a person able to spread syphilis?
Syphilis can be spread for a period of up to two years after infection and 
possibly longer. 

What is the treatment for syphilis? 
Syphilis is treated with medication that depends on the stage of syphilis the 
patient is in. 

What are the complications associated with syphilis? 
Untreated syphilis can lead to the breakdown of soft tissue and bone, heart 
failure, blindness and a variety of other conditions. Females with untreated 
syphilis may transmit the disease to her unborn child, which may cause death 
or deformity of the child. 

What can be done to prevent the spread of syphilis? 
Limiting the number of sex partners and using a male or female condom can 

prevent the spread of syphilis.
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